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Laura U Interior Design and a busy family of six all turn to the
same page when it comes to designing their new nest.

By Michele Meyer // Photography by Michael Hunter Photography

Call it courtship by computer. Strangers
plunging into a lengthy union of an interior
nature. After purchasing a 4,844-square-
foot spec house in Southside Place for their
rapidly expanding family—now four tots
under 5 years old—attorney Bart Fehr and
his wife, Lindsay, cruised the web seeking
a storybook partnership with like-minded
interior designers to furnish it fully with a
tasteful aesthetic that could stand up to the
troop of tykes.

“We didn’t know any high-end designers,
so I went on houzz.com,” Lindsay recalls.
“Bart and I gravitate to clean lines, neutral
walls, powerful pops of color, and a mix of
midcentury and contemporary furnishings—
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and Laura U Interior Design kept showing up
in my searches.”

Not only did that firm share the family’s
aesthetic for their four-bedroom, 5 V5-bath
house, but also, like the Fehrs, Laura U founder
Laura Umansky has twin toddlers and a full
house. She and lead designer Shannon Smith
understood the family’s need for a home not
only beautiful, but also safe and comfortable
for children.

“We love that they had a direction. Our
job was to help them edit and refine it,” says
Umansky, who launched her firm in 2006
and has since worked on residences from
Houston and Aspen to Soho and Carmel.
To gain insight, Umansky asked Bart to join
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leather ottomans and sofas

in the downstairs living room
are low enough for kids to
climb aboard and long enough
for 6-foot-5 Bart to repose
comfortably; the large dining
room table seats 12.




