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we encourage students to explore and 
create student-driven interdisciplinary 
arts projects.” Very cool Moira!

 On a personal note — I have rein-
vented myself and become certified as 
a Virtuoso travel agent. I figured it was 
time to put all of my travel knowledge 
and experiences to work. I’ve already 
worked with clients going to Italy, 
Switzerland, and the Bahamas and am 
planning a trip for a family to go to 
Thailand and Bali. I love what I’m doing 
now and just can’t believe it took me so 
long to do it. So anyone who needs help 
planning that great trip or even some-
thing closer to home, please reach out 
and let me know how I can help! Until 
next time…

↑ Marnie Concha
8717 Aldwick Dr, Dallas, TX 75238; 214-
288-1650; marnieconcha@gmail.com
 

1988

Greetings from Montclair, NJ. At the 
time of this writing, we were in Warren 
Adams’ very charming hometown to 
drop John off at Montclair State. Go, 
Red Hawks! MSU is such a lovely cam-
pus that sprawls across 3 towns and 
2 counties. It has a dorm named after 
Frank Sinatra and baseball is played at 
Yogi Berra Field. John is a musical the-
ater major, so we celebrated by seeing 
Hadestown in NYC. A few weeks later, 
we dropped Daphne off at Seattle U, 
which is a compact but pretty campus 
in the middle of Seattle. Go, Redhawks! 
Yes, they are both attending schools 
with either Red Hawks or Redhawks as 
their mascots. All 3 kids have launched, 
so we are now empty nesters. We still 
have a dog (Auggie), 2 cats (Pablo and 
Leo), and some houseplants at home, 
so we aren’t back to the carefree policy 
of no kids, no pets, no plants. On to the 
news!

Our 35th Reunion was a huge suc-
cess. Jack made it for the first couple 
of nights and had to leave around noon 
on Saturday to make it to John’s grad-
uation on Sunday. While there, Jack 
connected with a lot of classmates, got 
to tour the campus (including some very 
impressive new dorms on the upper 
quad), and hit the Pizza Pub for wings 
and taters a couple of times (once with 
Michael Broemer, Jocelyn Donat, 
Alex Bandon, Brian Smith, and Brian 
Fennell). Some of the classmates Jack 
saw included age-old friends from fresh-
man year in West (Michelle Miller, 
Stuart Lipnick, Tim Martindale, 
June Raegner), Beta brothers (Gregg 
Golub, Ted Glenn, Matt Hayden, Bill 
Regner), and new friends who he’s 
gotten to know or formed closer bonds 
with on Facebook and social media 
(Rick Berger, Rick Little).

Here’s a list of those Jack saw un-
der the tents or in Hamilton: Allan 

Flowers, Alex Hussey, Bill and Nina 
Moore Howell, Pamela Anderson, 
Jim Caffry,  Amanda Johnson 
Williams, Chris Baynes, Charlie and 
Meg Beuchert Jones, Heidi Rosow 
Scher, Dave Laub, Dina Coker, Nicole 
Klimow, Craig Shouldice, Stephanie 
Usera DerGarabedian, Doug Unger, 
Lulu Ward Gonella, Mike  Heffernan, 
Jennifer Hill, Wendy Loeb Heller, and 
Chris Robinson. Sorry if you’re not on 
this list, but it will give you an oppor-
tunity to send us some news on what 
you’re up to for the next column.

But Wait, There’s More: A couple 
of other notes of interest from class-
mates. Patty Bennett Greer wrote 
that she was appointed as provost at 
Berkeley College (with campuses on-
line, in NJ, and NYC) and included the 
press release. As the chief academic of-
ficer, Patty is responsible for the overall 
academic vision that contributes to 
Berkeley College’s future of excellence 
in career-focused education. What an 
accomplishment for her. Congrats! 
Patty and her husband, Brad Greer, live 
in northern NJ, where Brad sells real es-
tate and works on his salsa concoctions 
under the name of Brad’s Mad Salsa.

Christine Walker Borrmann 
emailed, “I was sorry I could not at-
tend our 35th Reunion. It took place 
the same weekend as we were wrap-
ping up the school year. I have been 
working at my alma mater, Western 
Reserve Academy, for 29 years with my 
husband, Ralf. We send many talented 
WRA students to Colgate but our own 
children attended Middlebury (Max 
’20) and Boston College (Sophie ’24). 
This year at WRA, I was the recipient 
of the Independence Foundation Chair 
for Distinguished Teaching. It is a great 
honor to be recognized for my work 
in the classroom. I am still enjoying 
working with students from across the 
country and around the world and am 
currently getting ready for the hectic 
pace of another school year. I hope all 
is well with you and your crew and that 
our paths will cross again in the not-so-
distant future.” 

Back to us: Please be sure to check in 
on the Colgate 1988 page on Facebook. 
It’s a great complementary site to the 
column and there are lots of pictures 
and stories there. That’s all for now. 
News for the next column is due by Nov 
15. Until next time, Go, ’gate.

↑ Jack Kearney
↑ Sarah Bowen Shea
2508 NE 24th Ave, Portland, OR 97212-
4830; 503-288-7874; jkearney66 
@gmail.com
 

1989

It’s a short and sweet column this time 
around. Ria Piesner Rochvarg Ross and 
her oldest daughter went on an alumni 

trip in Oct called Ancient Life in Greece 
and Turkey, led by Prof Robert Garland. 
While a Colgate student, Ria traveled 
with Prof Garland on a Jan study group 
to Israel, and she also used to babysit for 
his son. They have stayed in touch all 
these years! Ria also returned to student 
life for a few weeks in France in Sept 
when she studied French at L’Institut 
de Français. 

Megan Pezzuti Pelino and family 
spent a late summer week on Nantucket 
and enjoyed catching up with first-year 
roommate Kim Morris Larsen as well 
as Todd Larsen ’88 and their daughter, 
Sarah Larsen ’23. Strolling the Sconset 
Bluff Walk was a highlight of a fun few 
days.

 Zoe Friedman and her husband 
became empty nesters this fall, as their 
son, Gibson, started college at Lewis & 
Clark in Portland, OR. She was happy 
to discover a Colgate connection when 
Gordon Kushnik reached out to let 
her know that his son is a sophomore 
there. This fall Zoe started teaching a 
class at Emerson in LA on the business 
of comedy and is excited to add the title 
of professor to her résumé. She is also 
producing a Netflix special celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of The Improv, the 
comedy club her parents founded in 
1963. As well, she continues to run the 
nonprofit Comedy Gives Back, which 
she co-founded to be a safety net for 
the comedy community.

 Alan Sable shared that after more 
than 7 years running their own law 
firm in suburban Pittsburgh, he and his 
wife, Amy (Lafayette ’91), are thrilled to 
have joined Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, 
a 59-lawyer firm in Pittsburgh. Their 
daughter, Gabriella, graduated from 
Elon U in May and is continuing at Elon 
for a master’s program in interactive 
media. Their son, Spencer, is a sopho-
more at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical U 
in Daytona Beach, majoring in aeronau-
tical science to become a pilot.

 After losing his wife, Janet Wong 
(Princeton ’89), to cancer more than 6 
years ago, Ron Small and his partner, 
Laura Lin (UW Stevens Point ’00), had 
a commitment ceremony on July 28 
on Fox Island near Popham Beach in 
Phippsburg, ME. Their friend Anna, 
who officiated, was the only other at-
tendee, but a nearby 12- or 13-year-old 
girl was moved to paint a small water-
color of their ceremony, which she 
presented to them afterward. In the 
rugged and lovely setting, Ron said it 
was “an almost mystical ending to such 
a beautiful and heartfelt occasion.”

 Thanks again to all who shared 
news for this and previous columns. 
We appreciate you! We wish everyone 
health and happiness as the year draws 
to a close.

↑ Honey Heffner Favorito
3139 Killington Lane, Cincinnati, OH 
45244; 513-284-6384; honfav@aol.com

Michele Franco Koehl
2211 Ellis Ave, Boise, ID 83702; 208-859-
4883; michelefk@msn.com

 1990

Greetings and salutations to all my 
summer travelers and people who were 
frantically sending their kids off to the 
new school year. In an effort to add a bit 
of new excitement and fresh perspective 
to our quarterly column, I was speak-
ing with Jeanine Rossi Borthwick and 
we had an inspiration to recruit 1-time 
guest column writers to help share dif-
ferent stories and get more classmates 
involved. So, our 1st guest writer takes it 
from here: 

Merritt “Max” Maxim checking 
in for this issue, thanks largely to some 
friendly cajoling from Jeanine Rossi 
Borthwick. Early this past summer on 
Nantucket, I connected with Jeanine, 
who convinced me to craft a Colgate 
Magazine update. She passed this info 
onto Marty Johnson, and I was already 
signed up for this before the ferry had 
left Nantucket Harbor! I am currently 
at home convalescing from recently 
having my gallbladder removed (I’m con-
vinced those 4 years of slices, Pizza Pub 
wings, and Annex burgers played a role 
in needing to have it removed), so I have 
downtime to compose an update.

First, Jeanine is doing well, living 
in NYC and spending summers on 
Nantucket. She and her husband are not 
completely empty nesters, with their 
oldest at Vassar, another at UVa, and the 
youngest in high school. Impressively, 
Jeanine participates in a monthly Zoom 
book club with Christina Lyndrup, 
Deidre Ryan, Nancy Epstein, Dana 
Lee, and Jen Ingle that started during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and has contin-
ued. I had hoped to connect with Alison 
Boshes Roberts on Nantucket, but she 
was tied up in Fairfield County with her 
oldest child’s high school graduation. 
Alison mentions she sometimes sees 
Kristin Smith and Lynda Dennen on 
Nantucket. Interestingly, during my re-
cent quest for Boston-based surgeons, I 
saw Kristin’s profile. She is a surgeon 
at Winchester Hospital. Alison also ran 
into Kim Markus and Heidi Bulow 
during a spring trip to DC.

As for myself, I have been living in 
the Boston area since Colgate. After get-
ting my MBA from MIT Sloan, I worked 
for a range of information security soft-
ware companies as a product manager. 
Currently, I am a VP and research dir 
for Cybersecurity at Forrester Inc., a 
Cambridge, MA, research and advisory 
role. I manage a team of analysts who 
work with global corporations on cyber-
security issues and, as you might expect 
from the headlines, we are seldom lack-
ing for projects or crises.

I’m sure my wife and I will enjoy 
being empty nesters at some point, but 
we don’t see much of a difference so far. 
Our daughter graduated from Emerson 
College and works at Universal Studios 
in Burbank. Our oldest graduated from 

In a turbulent world, we’re always in a rush — 
while craving comfort and stability.

Dublin-based fashion designer Katie 
Bedwell ’02 O’Riordan set out to answer that 
need with Theo + George, a capsule collection 
of forever wear for women. “You could’ve 
worn these pieces 20 years ago and will be 
able to 20 years from now,” she says. “They’re 
not going anywhere.”

O’Riordan aims to create slow fashion 
so consumers buy less rather than fill 
their closets with fast fashions that wind 
up discarded. Ninety-two million tons of 
garments are pitched yearly — equal to a 
garbage truck crammed with clothes dumping 
into a landfill every second, reports Earth.org.

“That’s an insane amount of waste,” 
O’Riordan says. 

At Theo + George, “I’m never over-

producing. I’d rather items sell out.”
While growing up in Philadelphia, 

O’Riordan learned from her mother and 
grandmother to sew, knit, and crochet — and 
not buy things on a whim.

O'Riordan was also a sports enthusiast, 
and at age 13, declared to her father she’d 
work for Burton snowboard company. The 
civil engineer laughed and said, “Get a degree 
and then we’ll talk about it.”

After the Colgate physics major graduated, 
she briefly worked at an architectural firm and 
STX, a lacrosse and hockey stick maker. 

In 2006, she achieved her childhood 
dream, managing Burton’s special projects 
and later its global outerwear line. She 
also helped design the 2010 U.S. Olympic 
snowboarding team uniforms.

She met husband John, a Dublin-based 

solicitor, while attending the 2009 wedding 
of Lauren Moore ’02 Roche-Garland. 
O’Riordan and he maintained a long-distance 
relationship while she worked for Burton. She 
moved to Dublin in 2011, and they married 
the next year.

Her Colgate minor in economics has come 
in handy since she went solo. “Fashion is a 
business, and you’ve got to make it profitable 
and sustainable through good times and bad.”

So O’Riordan was prepared when she 
launched her Irish-produced Theo + George 
line of printed silk party dresses in 2013. “It 
was intended to be a small project to give me 
flexibility to have a family.” 

In 2017 she pivoted to classic clothes 
made of certified organic cotton, cashmere, 
and denim — all in small batches.

O’Riordan had correctly tapped the pulse 
of her target market — women 25–40 — while 
answering her own needs. By then O’Riordan 
was a mother of two (later three) and craved 
high-quality yet affordable everyday wear. 
She also recognized that consumers were 
falling out of love with fast fashion and in love 
with sustainability.

So she went with basics, creating T-shirts, 
sweaters, and jeans, with occasional skirts, 
dresses, and bomber jackets. “It’s the place to 
go for staples that aren’t going to disappear 
with the season.”

In addition to a Breton stripe, Theo + 
George offers solid neutrals such as black, 
navy, charcoal, camel, and ivory, with 
occasional injections of rust, baby blue, or 
ballet pink. O’Riordan adds approximately five 
new pieces yearly and introduces new shades 
to existing items.

Her line has grown 200% in sales from 
year to year and sold to over 60 countries 
last year.

A bestseller since the start is the Alannah, 
an ultra-soft, diamond-quilted suede bomber 
purposefully made in limited numbers, like all 
her offerings. It’s named for her niece.

“She just turned 15 and asked for the 
bomber for her birthday,” O’Riordan says. 
“That made me so proud.”

Beyond Theo + George, she’s developing 
Kinset, a cutting-edge, green technology 
providing digital passports of supply chain 
journeys for apparel and footwear. Tags 
will bring transparency and accountability, 
empowering consumers to make informed 
decisions and encouraging brands to 
produce sustainably.

“I’m a doer, not just a dreamer,” O’Riordan 
says. “My husband says, ‘Watch out when 
Katie gets a notion. It’s going to happen.’”
— Michele Meyer
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